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THE WEEK’'S MESSAGE s

From MISS CHARLOTTE M. MASON, Founder of the

DO not know any more en-

couraging sigh of the times

than the increasing uneasiness

of teachers, The resulis ob-

1ained are very pleasing, but
yet teachers are not satisfied.

Just now this uncasiness is accentuated
becausi schools are under high pressure
to become veeational rather than educa-
tional, Not that themiatter is ever pot in
this bald way ; on tHe contrary, people say,
“ Train the muscles, give ordered exer-

o The senses; this is the worlk lor
finde children. When they are older,
with faculties alert, they will be able to
tearn at school the emplovment by w
thoy are to live., By the time they |
schiool ‘they m!l have learnt to pro
s drade, and s will be relioved of
Lurden of the inefficie

This'is vocational tn I .
pleasant path, o gradual dL ent, very
temipting to tenchers because it offe
wards and praise and lightly-won suc-

The children like it, the teachers

cilucatinnal  authorities

erested, why in the worl
wchers not be satisfied?  He

A broad way, with every in

This syste
ng is; in all good
ity calthough—a

books, eschew spiritual (or §

effore, Tearn toda, live -

watchwords of

notion i that children h

and that therefore vocation:

the same thing

that children Jearn by doing is to do the

thing they are at work upon., Al the

thights they get in doing are concerned
with the carpentering or cooking the
have in. hand. They met the traind
propes to a beaver or an ant—not that they
ever ledrn to work as pecle ctly ! —while
the glorious possibilities & Proper to o man
are hindered and choled in the child, to

find unlawiul Gutlets, if any, in the d

te come,

Now this is the sort of thing children
think about and talk nbout. A class «1
small persons aged nine or ten were read-

5.TC-

Coss,
cnjuy

Educational  Unian,

ing Shakespeare’s “ King John.”  One
child whispers to another, ** But Con-
stance w very great lady, vou should
read her part with more swank! " or,
, & small boy of means to have
Iabition of his pictures, and draws

up'a catalogue.  This is the deseription of
*a giant in red "—* This giant is inside
! He lives niostly on onions and
parrots, and the black specks vou see in
the picture are the coats and hats of all

1 require knowled

d ; and, abso

hing of science,

i5 sti H true thi pl per lenowlede
for mankind is

w i be got out

sonality will develop,

Parents’ National

travel-books—so  writfen that ihey are
litgrature : ** Sinbad  the  Sailor,”
* Waverley,"" ** Robinson  Crusoe,™ and,
may [ add, the history of Joseph, the
travels of St. Paul, and the Gospel narra-
tives (whos¢  wonderful hr-_-dul_-, we Jose
sight of beécause their vital importanee is
so great).  Give children living books, the
hest we }mve with little teaching, but
with the ins g sympathy and direction
ol an educated mind, and they grow spici-
tually ;  become  persons of wise
understanding hes
e
oW use;

d, persons wiio ery

T g and who say

w5 and girls s.llmlld leave schodl

able to go-on with useful work in the
d have truth on their side.  The faet

t the scheal has twe functions—
jonal and vocational—and neither

“p‘llirlj:, up of muny interests belong

ue and
| SeNse

!|:z point of prepars-
ven calling) belong to

fm!lh.‘r \\hllr the ll]lll”\

nd there,
Parents!
i for hL||| in adjusting these aun-
v Claims,  The ph |F\mr|\]|\ of educi-
by which our -practice bt
cled (for the last guirter of
comprehensive, - B
principles
. nap of the fle
' sated with {__n.ul
rd Haldane); and next, that
hing, is the business
Let teachers believe that
neern of education;
d that the know-
: al life, and education
+ by leaps and bounds, pe
and the children w
p will be, as we would have them,
and better than ourselves,
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owledge is il
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